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J.1 . (C)  We  met  on  September  14  with  Deputy  Assistant  Foreign 

Minister  for  Human  Rights  Wael  Aboulmagd  to  urge  the 
Egyptians  to  support  U.S.  human  rights  priorities  at  the 
upcoming  meeting  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
(reftel).  While  Aboulmagd  did  not  address  the  substance  of 
the  country  specific  resolutions  we  raised,  he  said  Egypt  is 
generally  opposed  to  singling  out  individual  countries  and 
believes  that  existing  UN  mechanisms,  such  as  the  Universal 
Periodic  Review,  are  more  effective  methods  to  address  human 
rights  issues.  Aboulmagd  urged  what  he  termed  "a  more 
even-handed  U.S.  approach"  on  resolutions  concerning 
Palestinian  human  rights. 

J_2 . (C)  In  response  to  our  urging  Egypt  to  oppose  the 
Organization  of  Islamic  Conferences  (OIC)  resolution  on 
defamation  of  religions,  Aboulmagd  said  Egypt  will  support 
the  resolution,  despite  opposition  from  the  U.S.  and  other 
Western  countries.  Aboulmagd  claimed  that  this  year's 
version  of  the  resolution  will  be  "grounded  in  international 
human  rights  law"  and  will  respect  principles  of  freedom  of 
expression.  He  asked  that  the  U.S.  reserve  judgment  until  we 
have  reviewed  the  actual  text.  According  to  Aboulmagd,  Egypt 
is  more  involved  with  the  OIC  this  year  - it  was  recently 
selected  to  assume  the  OIC  presidency  in  2011  - and  he 
claimed  the  text  will  be  more  "acceptable"  than  in  prior 
years.  He  said  the  text  of  the  proposed  resolution  will  be 
released  by  the  OIC  "any  day." 
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